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Mock "Interview" Regarding Toxic Perfumes with Connie Leyva
Background 
Senator Leyva was born and raised in Chino attending local schools and finally graduating with a degree in communicative disorders from the University of Redlands. She lived the life of an activist speaking for families and the working people. She was employed as a senior high school teacher at her local market. She also served as the both the President of the United Food and Commercial Workers and Union representative. She championed for the workers at the local groceries to get better benefits and wages. Being a strong woman and speaking for the weak, she was elected as the California Labor Federation’s first woman representative in the year 2004 where she was the voice of over 2.1 million employees all over the California state (Biography). 
Leadership Experience 
Senator Leyva is currently serving as the California State Senator for the second term after being reelected in 2018. She represents the 20th District which includes the cities of Pomona, Muscovy, Chino, Fontana, Bloomington, Montclair, Rialto, Colton, and San Bernardino. Leyva acts act the leader of the Senate Education Committee, and she is also the chair of the Senate Democratic Caucus, California legislative women’s Caucus. Additionally, she is the leading head of the Budget and Fiscal Review, Professions and Economic Development, Business, Health committees Elections and Constitutional Amendments, and the Education Budget Subcommittees. She also has leadership responsibilities in the Senate Select Committees that foster the cooperation between California and Mexico, California Commission of the Status of Women and Girls, Women and Inequality, Ports and Goods Movement, Manufactured Home Communities (Biography).   
Current Agenda 
On the 22nd date of February 2019, Senator Leyva brought on board a legislation that requires all the firms that sell personal care or beauty products in the state of California to notify the Department of Public Health (CDPH) Safe Cosmetics Program on the presence of any toxic flavor ingredients’ or fragrance in the products they get from manufacturers. The CDPH’s Safe Cosmetics Database would then avail the provided information to the public. It comes as a concern by the Women’s Voice on Earth that scientists all over the world have proven the presence of potentially toxic fragrance chemicals in beauty products. She is concerned that people of California know less of the fragrance ingredients on the products they apply to their bodies compared to those they use to clean their homes. She aims to ensure that consumers have the right to be notified of the ingredients that are contained in the personal care and beauty products that they buy for use by themselves and their families. She wants to make sure that all toxic ingredients in such products are revealed. Her new bill will give power to the consumers so that they will be able to make informed decisions about the safety of the products that they buy for their families and children to use (Senator Leyva Introduces Toxic Fragrance and Flavor Chemicals Right to Know Act of 2019).
. 
The fact that there is no federal or state law that in the present time requires manufacturers to disclose the ingredients of flavor and fragrance that they use in the making of beauty and self-care products allows the presence of toxic chemicals to be passed to the customers in the name of flavor and fragrance. Every day that passes there is hundreds of synthetic chemicals that are being used to flavors and fragrance that used to add value stop personal care and beauty products. Some of the health hazards that have been associated with such chemicals include their potential to cause allergic reactions and breast cancer. The Chemicals are contained in more than ninety-five percent of the beauty and personal care products such as conditioners, body lotions and sprays, shampoos, antiperspirants, hair styling products, and shaving products (Senator Leyva Introduces Toxic Fragrance and Flavor Chemicals Right to Know Act of 2019).
Interview Questions
Question 1 
What was the main problem that pushed you to introduce the Toxic Fragrance and Flavor Chemicals Right to Know Act of 2019 and who are the sponsors for the bill?
Answer
“The lack of any other state or federal law that requires manufacturers to disclose to the consumers the flavor and fragrance ingredients that they use in beauty and self-care products has been the loophole through which harmful chemicals are passed to the consumers. The following are the bodies that sponsored the bill: Women's Voice on Earth, Black Women for Wellness and Break Cancer Prevention Partners” (Connie).  
Question 2 
Changes should we expect from the Manufactures, authorities, and the state at large once the bill is enacted?
Answer 
“Manufactures will disclose to ingredients of the flavor and fragrance they use in the beauty products to the California Safe Cosmetics Program. The federal, as well as the state authorities, should publish a list of all the hazardous products. The state will disclose the information to the public through CDPH’s Safe Cosmetics Database.” (Connie).
Question 3
When will the Toxic Fragrance and Flavor Chemicals Right to Know Act of 2019 become operational? 
Answer 
“Starting from the 1st day of July 2020, the Bill will be in operation and all manufacturers, as well as the state,  authorizes, will be required to comply” (Connie). 
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